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ABSTRACT

The Current study was designed in qualitative research approach employing
purposive random sampling to select 38 samples participating in the study. The data were
collected via a non-participant observation, an in-depth interview session, and a focus group
discussion. The research instruments were a non-structured interview form, a non-participant
observation, a participant observation form, issues in focus group discussion, and a guideline
for workshop. The data were validated and proved to have reliability by the triangulated
method. The content analysis method was employed in data analysis process.

The results of the study were as follows.

1) In terms the effects of the industry on the rubber tree agriculturists, it was found
that in terms of economy, planting rubber tree can generate income for the agriculturists;
the processes of plantation; however, caused health problems to the planters; in terms of
labor system; it provided job opportunities for local people; and in terms of environment, it
contribute to biological diversity in the area. 2) In terms of difficulties in the industry, In
terms of economy, the result of the study indicated that fluctuating prices of the products
and increasing cost of plantation brought about financial problems to the agriculturists and
in terms of health issues, health problems caused by the planting processes affected labor
working behaviors since local labors still lacked skills which led to dangers in working places.
3) Possible solutions to the difficulties faced by the local agriculturalists included promoting
health condition of the labors, promoting healthy environment and supportive utilities,
promoting establishment of co-operatives among rubber tree agriculturalists, and promoting
of organic fertilizer uses in rubber tree planting.

Lastly, the related units such as local administration organizations should promote heathy
environment in rubber tree planting industry, analyze risks in plantation, and run campaigns
to improve life quality of the agriculturalists. Office of Rubber Replanting Aid Fund as the
organization taking direct responsibility in rubber plant promotion should constantly support

strengthening of the rubber tree agriculturalist connection in Maha Sarakham Province.

Keyword Management, Rubber crowers, Maha Sarakham
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