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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to 1) study the potential of the elderly in
applying knowledge about health to benefit, 2) study the transfer of knowledge of the
elderly on health and 3) study the trend of applying the knowledge of the elderly on
health issues. The target group in this research consists of important informants which
has a total of 21 people, including those who previously worked or currently working as
a Thai massage therapist and herbal compress number of 15 people who use Thai
massage services and 6 herbs compresses, divided into 3 working-age groups and 3
elderly people. Data were collected by in-depth interview and analyzed by synthesis
together with theoretical concepts in parallel.

Result found;

1. The potential to apply knowledge, the masseurs and herbal compress, who
are elderly still have the potential to utilize the knowledge for the following reasons as
1) consistent with the Thai way of life 2) convenient and cost-effective 3) increase
treatment options in the event that a new doctor diagnoses that it cannot be treated,
such as paralysis, etc. 4) the expertise in the treatment resulting from the accumulation
of experience for a long time 5) moral in the treatment 6 ) policy on promoting local
wisdom of the elderly and the development of Thai traditional medicine by the
government.

2. Knowledge transferring characteristics of the elderly is the learning style in
the community way, which is learning from trial and error by oneself, learning from
observation and leaming from demonstrations by knowledgeable people focus on
making it look like and emphasize on giving a practical test. The process of transferring
knowledge is 1) the steps for deciding to transfer the knowledge 2) the steps for
observing the behavior of the applicants before transferring the information in detail and
3) the steps in transferring the knowledge in detail which will transfer knowledge about
the treatment of diseases that modern medicine diagnoses that cannot be treated.

3. Trends for future applications found that the use of health knowledge of the

elderly to use in the future from Thai massage and herbal compress continuously due



to the group of clients, especially working people who are elderly. In the future, the
usage of the service is quite high with high frequency, there is a suggestion to tell the
acquaintances and family members to use the service and interested in receiving
information as well. The government in Maha Sarakham Province should provide
knowledge management regarding Thai massage and herbal compress of the elderly
systematically by assigning the relevant officials such as provincial public health to

manage knowledge systematically to increase the efficiency of use.
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