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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to study the attitudes of primary school students
and parents toward learning Mathematics. The targets were 229 elementary school students
and 229 parents of Rajabhat Mahasarakham University demonstration school in the second
semester, 2015 academic year. The study was divided in two phases- phase 1: study the
attitudes of primary school students and parents toward learning Mathematics and phase 2:
in-depth interview parents and students about their attitude toward learning Mathematics.
The research instruments were 1) the attitude measurement test of parents and elementary
school students towards learning mathematics which divided into two sets, the first set was
for students and the second set was for parents 2) Interview form about the opinions of
parents and students toward learning Mathematics. Data were analyzed by percentage, mean,
standardization, T-Test, and case study method which represented data as descriptive
analysis.

The major findings revealed that Parental attitudes toward learning Mathematics
mostly 97.38% had the positive attitude. Considering to each aspects from big to small found
orderly as teaching and learning Mathematics, learning Mathematics, and natural
Mathematics. After doing the in-depth interview of two groups, there were as follow Group
1, positive attitude parents and negative attitude students, found that Parents thought that
Mathematics was the subject of calculated thinking, logical thinking, problem solving skill,

and it was a basis of further study in the higher level. However, students thought that



Mathematics is a difficult and complex subject. There were many numbers. Teachers used
text-based instruction. As the result, they didn’t like Mathematics and they fund it boring
form them. They didn’t want to students to study both in class and at home. Group 2,
negative attitude parents and positive attitude students, found that parents thought that
Mathematics was about the calculated subject that contained complex and difficult numbers.
The higher level of learning in Mathematics, the more difficult of equation was. In contrast,
advance Mathematics didn’t use in the real life or everyday life but there were just addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division. In addition, the higher educational institutions
required advanced Mathematics to screen students for the further study in the universities.
Thus, there was a limitation for students who had less ability in this subject. Furthermore,
teacher usually assigned students to work on the workbooks, write and copy the contents to
their notebooks. So, students missed the learning concepts. Unlikely, students thought
Mathematics was easy and fun subject. There was the important subject for the their further
study in the university. They have learned Mathematics through the activities, exchanging
ideas in group. As the results, they could learn better in this subject, studied at home and

found some new techniques from the extra classes.
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