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ABSTRACT
	The objectives of the research were to investigate the processes of illegal drug trade in the northern areas of Thailand, and to analyze the reasons of the illegal drug trade for producing the drug in the upper northern areas of Thailand. The qualitative research was employed for the study. The key informants of group1 were ten drug addicts, and thirty drug traders. The key informants of group 2 were twenty personnel of both public and private sectors concerned with the illegal drug trade in the upper northern areas of Thailand. The data was collected by in-depth interview of the participants.  
	The research findings showed that the drug was produced by the manufacturing factories in the bordering countries of Thailand in the upper northern areas. After that the illegal drug was brought in Thailand for the addicts. The drug management was done based on the geographical features of the areas, occupying, delivery and benefits of all stakeholders through the illegal drug networks. The networks consisted of the structure of social network relationships, aspects of relationship and outputs of the networks.  The main reasons of the illegal drug traders were caused by individual factors, accessibility for drug, social reasons, traditions and culture facilitating the illegal drug process.
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