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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to study the relational thinking of upper elementary
school 2) to study the relational thinking approach of upper elementary school 3) to study the
developmental approach of relational thinking of specialists. The target group of this research was
56 upper elementary school students who were studying in the second semester of 2016 academic
year at Plakhao School. The research instruments were 1) the relational thinking test 2) the
interview form of relational thinking for students and 3) the developmental approach interview
form of relational thinking for specialists. The statistics which were used in the analysis consist of
percentage means and standard deviation. The data were represented by Descriptive Analysis and
Content Analysis.

The results reveal that the relational thinking of upper elementary students was in level 0.
As the results of student interviews, it was indicated that students use calculating to answer the
questions, emphasize the sequent processing, and focus on the overview of the symbolic
sentences. Furthermore, from the specialists’ point of view, the students’ understanding of the
equality sign should be developed through using the symbolic sentences, including the relational
thinking of students in the advanced elementary levels to be the basis for algebraic learning at a

higher level.
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