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ABSTRACT

This research "Language Strategies of Phaya-Isan in Koke Nadee Community"
aimed to study language strategies of 449 Phaya expressions used in Koke Nadee
Community, Tambon None Najamn, Nakoo District, Kalasin Province. This study isa
qualitative research of related documents, including study of acsthetic theories and the
researcher's views of Phaya; and data were collected using fieldwork studies of in-depth
interviews of 30 local experts selected through purpésive sampling. The instruments used in
collecting data for this research were a structured-interview form and a tape recorder; the
study was conducted during July 2013 - December 2014; and the collected data were
analyzed using descriptive analyses.

Findings of the rescarch reveal 4 types of Phaya: Phaya Kiaw ( Cpurting), Phaya
Parsit (Proverb), Phaya Uaypon (Blessing) and Phaya Kamson (Teaching). The language
strategies used in these Phaya expressions are of epic poetry or lengthy ancient verses, with
each pause or stop (caesura) consisting of 5-14 words with the ending of the first pause
rthyming with the first, second or third word of the next pause. Some verses do not have
rhyming patterns, not having even a specific number of pauses. As for Phaya Kiaw
(Courting), this type of Phaya has a procedural pattern: waking, greeting and inquiring,
expressing submissiveness and complimenting, teasing and expressing jokes, expressing
feelings and passion, expressing doubts, expressing sarcasm, showing sensitivity, confirming

or promising, and leave taking or saying goodbye; Phaya Parsit (Proverb) expresses an



analogical meaning intended for teaching; Phaya Uaypon (Blessing) is an expression of well-
wishing or blessing for the listener; while Phaya Khamson (Teaching) is intended for moral
teaching of different purposes: general teaching, teaching girls and women, teaching boys and
men, teaching sons and daughters, and providing advice on marriage or family life.
Regarding language use, the study reveals expressions of straightforward speech:
posting inquiry and negation through use of rhymes, alliteration, and homophones in
informing and coaxing, describing feelings and emotions, teaching and convincing, making
imaginative comparison, narrating with examples, expressing comparison that requires
translation and interpretation, using symbols representing the listener, and exaggerating facts.
Studying the functions and meanings of modifying terms reveals that those that
appear in the Phaya of Koke Nadee Community can be classified into 6 types: modifiers of
observable manners; modiﬁérs of time e.g. soon, later, before, after, etc.; modifiers of place
or location; modifiers of amount and number; modifiers of doubt and question words such

as What, Who, Why, etc. ; and modifiers of negation e.g. No, Not, etc.
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