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ABSTRACT

This research had the objectives to: 1. study the present state of the causes of dropouts
in the lower secondary education level in the extended educational opportunity schools under
Maha Sarakham Office of Primary Education Service Area 1; 2. study the recommendations and
means to solve the dropout problem in the lower secondary education level in the extended
educational opportunity schools under Maha Sarakham Office of Primary Education Service Area
1. The population comprised chairmen of the educational institution committees, school
administrators, and teacher representatives in the 38 extended educational opportunity schools
under Maha Sarakham Office of Primary Education Service Area 1, totally 119 persons. The
target group comprised the deputy director of Maha Sarakham Office of Primary Education
Service Area 1, the director of the Policy and Plans Group, Maha Sarakham Office of Primary
Education Service Area 1, chairmen of the educational institution committees, school
administrators, and teacher representatives, totally 10 persons, and the target for a case study was
a dropout who quit school in the academic year 2011 from Ban Laotama School, obtained

through purposive sampling, The instruments were a questionnaire and an interview form. The

data analysis employed a ready-made compuier program 1o find the percentage.

The results are as follows:

1. The causes of most dropouts in the lower secondary education level in extended
educational opportunity schools under Maha Sarakham Office of Primary Education Service Area

1 were relafed to the student, the causes second to the most were related to the family and the




third were related to the educational institution. When each aspect was considered, it was found

that:

1.1 On the student aspect it was found that the students had health problems;

some had a congenital disease that had not been cured correctly which resulted in frequent

absence from class; they were unable to catch up with classmates, they lacked attention,
concentration and they had boredom of learning; they did not know how to use free time
effectively, that was caused by the environment, the family, the school, or the society; the student
lacked planning; they lacked suitable use of learning time, responsibility, and they had
unfavorable attitude toward learning.

1.2 On the family aspect it was found that the students’ families had low income
and so they were economically poor; the parents’ income could not cover the expense of the
household and the expense on education; they lacked family warmth; they had a broken home;
they had inadequate time for raising the child or they had unsuitable child raising, they lacked
understanding of adolescent development; they lacked consistency; they were too strict and
violent.

1.3 On the educational institution aspect it was found that in one class there were:
students who were different in their intelligence, learning behavior, and personal behavior. The
teacher could not pay enough attention to all students and could not examine every one’s
knowledge and understanding; the school had too many and too strict regulations that the student
went él'gainst and did not conform to.

2. In terms of means to solve the dropout problem, recommendations are as follows:

2.1 On the student aspect, the school should clearly set the policy on the student
assistance system that the school would give no less emphasis to the activities, compared to the

academic affairs, and would encourage the students to take part in the activities.

2.7 On the family aspect, the school should give assistance to the™ family by giving counseling to

~individuals and groups, giving dataand means to-create understanding, asking for cooperation-of
advisor teachers, course teachers, teachers who are in charge of the student assistance system, the
school director, and parents, in order to discuss problems and find means to solve the student’s

problem.



2.3 On the educational institution aspect, the school should set a conceptual
framework and policy on the student assistance system, basing on the guidelines for educational
administration and the school phitosophy on educational management which comprises

knowledge and meorality; the school should give equal weight to each part; there should be

management of the student assistance system regarding learning, providing opportunities for
students to develop themselves, and encouraging students to create a learning process to seek

progress in their own career.




