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ABSTRACT

The literature entitled Dao Ruang has recorded Dharma principles of Buddhism

about resulls of karma, appearing in both central and northeastern parts of Thailand.

The researcher studied documents, aiming to compare the two versions of this literature,
Wat Na Kham Yai and National Library, in the aspects of notions, story lines, prosody,
sequences, story patticles, social, and cultures. Duration of the research was from February
2009 to February 2012. The data was analyzed with descriptive analysis.

The results revealed that the main notions of both versions were similar, about good
and bad karma. The National Library version emphasized on karma from previous existence
showing results at present time. The subordinate notions in both versions were about love,
greed, supporting good persons, beliefs about hell. Their story lines were similar as well;
opening, continuing conflicts between characters, and happy ending. However, their prosody
was different; non-restricted verse in Wat Na Kham Yai version, but restricted poems in

National Library version. In their 40 elements of sequences, there were 24 similar elements
and 16 different ones. Their story particles were both similar and different. The different ones
were caused by changing details and omitting something that the authors were not familiar
with. In the aspects of social and cultures, they reflected social, politics, administration,
lifestyles, traditions, values, beliefs which mostly had similarity. Some different parts were that

the National Library version had more details about objects or characters than the



Wat Na Kham Yaivesion, It shows that when different authors write the same literature,

the story particles will be different according to the Diffusion Theory.




