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Abstract
From the policy framework of providing education according to the National Education Act B.E.
2542, and providing education by participation of the society which still encounters community economic

problems, it has been found that one of the problems in the majority of Thai rural communities is

household debt. For example, each farmer’s household in Ban Gudkan, that grows rice and raises animals,
still has a debt of 35,000 baht. The research team is interested in community context analysis of this case.
Therefore, the research team catries out a research project entitled Community Learning Source
Organizing Participatory Right Occupation Education by Community Organization for Self-Reliance of
Ban Gudkan Farmers Group,Tambon Nongno, Muang District, Maha Sarakham Province. The community
learning source is a private organization situated at Number 1, Village 6, Tambon Nongno, Muang
District, Maha Sarakham Province. The methodology employed is participatory action research integrated
with verbal historic method, The research is divided into 4 stages:the 1st stage; study of the community
context, Ithe stéte of occupational problems and the farmers’ needs of right occupation education in Ban
Gudkan, Tambon Nongno, Muang District, Maha Sarakham Province; the 2nd stage: writing of the
curriculum of organizing right occupation education participated by the community organization of the
farmers group of Ban Gudkhan; the 3rd stage: drawing of the lesson from the organization of right

occupation education participated by the community organization of the farmers group of Ban Gudkhan;

and the 4th stage: the expansion of the results of organizing right occupation education participated by the
community organization of the farmers group of Ban Gudkhan to other communities. This presentation is

a presentation of the study in stage 1, study of the community context, the state of occupational problems

and the farmers’ needs of right occupation education in Ban Gudkan, Tambon Nongno, Muang District,

Maha Sarakham Province. The target population is 676 farmers of Ban Gudkan, obtained from a survey

by Tambon Nongno Administration Organization, Muang District, Maha Sarakham Province. The target
group are 60 members of the farmer group who join the project voluntarily. The instruments are: the 1st

stage (1) a survey form of the community context and occupational problems of the farmers in Ban

Gudkan, It has 20 items and has the total reliability of 0.90. It is used with 676 people; (2) a structured

interview form and an unstructured interview form with 15 items. It is used for the purpose of dividing 60
people who join the project voluntarily into focus groups; and (3) documents and related research works.
The results of the study in the 1st stage: the state of occupational problems and the farmers’ needs of right
occupation education by the participation of the community organization for self-reliance of the farmers

group in Ban Gudkan, Tambon Nongno, Muang District, Maha Sarakham Province reveal that the village
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was founded over two hundred years ago. Th people who migrated to this settlement came from
Suwannapum District, Roi-et province. The population of the village at the present time is 676. The
village is divided into 2 administrative zones: Ban Gudkaen | and Ban Gudkan 6. The villagers are
principally farmers. They grow rice, sugar cane, tapioca, and raise animals. Many villagers go into the city

of Maha Sarakham and to other provinces and work as a laborer. They share the same traditions with other

people in the Northeast. There is no Don Pu Ta in the village while there are in other villages. The reason
is that the villagers pay respect to the image of Buddha rather than the ancestors’ spirits. Huay Kampu and
Nongno public forest are natural resources. The villagers find their food from these two resources
throughout the year. Moreoaver, there are electricity, water supply, public telephones, the school, and
community health center for their common use and communication. The village is considered a village in
the suburb of Maha Sarakham City. It is 17 kilometers from the city. The common problems of every
household in the village are: structural problems: (1) debt that comes from the state policy of welfare loan
for agriculture and non-institutionalized debt that make each house hold indebt of 25,000 baht; (2) lack of
knowledge of marketing. This accounts for 90% of the total population; (3) high cost of produce that
accounts for 80% of the total population. In terms of need of right occupation education: (1) raising
chickens for eggs by participation of the community organizations; (2) development of the curriculum of
right occupation education for self-reliance of the farmers in Ban Kudkan in the participatory market

..... . system by community organizations.

Keywords: Community learning source, organization of right occupation education, participation of

..... community organizations; self-reliance, farmers group.
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