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ABSTARCT

The purposes of the research were 1) to study problems and needs in knowledge
management for developing Prathomsueksa V students’ competence in English communication
by using folk plays, 2)to develop Prathomsueksa V students’ English competence through use
of folk plays, and 3) to study the students’ satisfaction with learning activities using foik plays in
developing their competence in English communication. The target group consisted of 18
Prathomsueka V students of Ban Nongwha NongKaen Donbak School under Maha Sarakham
Office of Educational Service Area 1 during the first semester of the academic year 2011, The
instruments used in the research were a questionnaire for surveying needs in the knowledge
management process, a focus group discussion form, a teaching observation form, a studying
observation form, a student interview form, and a questionnaire for studying students’
satisfaction with instructional activities using folk plays. This participatory action research was
conducted in 4 cycles through which the students studied folk plays and developed their English
competence in 4 learning bases. The statistics used in analyzing the collected data were
percentage, arithmetic mean, and standard deviation; and the results of the study were then
presented in a descriptive report,

Findings of the research are as follows:

1. Regarding problems in knowledge management for developing Prathomsueksa V
students’ competence in English communication by using folk plays, the study revealed the

tollowing: teachers did not organize learning activities for developing English communication;



there was a limited instructional time of only 2 hours per week that was not appropriate to the
level of the students; there was minimal practice time for development of their English
competence both inside and outside the classroom; and teaching & learning did not involve local
wisdom and local experts. Regarding needs, the participants rated the needs for using local
wisdom in knowledge management at the highest level; and the folk plays that the students
wanted to be included in the learning activities were Morlam-Sing, Kha Thok Thek, Ree Ree

Khao Samn and Riddles,

2. The development of the students’ English competence using folk-plays- inthe 4

cycles revealed the following:

In Cycle1 the folk play “Morlam-Sing” was used as the first learning base in
developing the students’ communicative English by pronouncing and writing words and
sentences related with Morlam-Sing; it was found that most students could pronounce the words
correctly but they had difficulty expressing in sentences; and most of them could not write the
words and sentences correctly.

In Cycle II the teacher sol-ved the problems found in Cycle I that most students. could
not express in sentences and they could not write correctly by using the real objects “Kha Thok
Thek”(Stilts) to demonstrate and let them use in speaking practice. This helped stimulate their
interest and helped them learn faster, Most of them could speak more quickly; only a few of them
still had difficulty pronouncing and writing the words and sentences.

In Cycle I role play activities were used along with the folk play Ree Ree Khao Sarn
to solve the problems found in Cycle IL Tt was found that most of them could speak and write
better; those who had difficulty were sometimes allowed to Iook at the contents on the
worksheets. They became more attentive, enjoyed the lesson, and had more self-confidence in
participating.

In Cycle IV the learning activities were based on riddles, starting with easy riddles and
using the key words from the riddles in making sentences to help the students understand and
practice speaking and writing, Most of them could speak and write the words and sentences
correctly in asking and answering the riddles, but a few of them still had problems in speaking and
writing. However, these students expressed more willingness to learn and they tried harder to

improve themselves,



3. The overall satisfaction of the students with learning through use of folk plays in

cloping their competence in English communication was 4.57, which was at the highest level.




