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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study current problems and needs for
developing communicative English speaking and writing competence based on the Schooel
Botanical Garden activities; and 2) study lean.ling }')rocesses for developing communicative
English speaking and writing competence of Mattayom Sueksa V (Grade 11} students at
Kosumwittayasan School, Kosumpisai District, Maha Sarakham Province. This study has
been conducted through the participatory action research procedure with 4 action spirals.
The target group consisted of 45 Mattayom Suksa V students of Kosumwittayasan School,
studying in the first semester of the academic year 2011, and 14 key participants serving as
informants. The research instruments used for data collection were a questionnaire of
students’ learning needs, focus group conversation form, structured interview form, a
teacher’s diary, a teachet-behavior observation from, an interview form for students, a
student-behavior observation form, a speaking test, a writing test, an assessment
questionnaire on speaking and writing competence, and lesson plans. The statistics used for

data analyses were means and percentage, and data were descriptively analyzed and reported.
Findings of the study reveal the following:

1. Regarding the English teaching and learning at Kosumwittayasan School, the
current learning processes for Mattayom Suksa V cannot develop their communicative
English speaking and writing skills. Need assessment of the study revealed the following

preferences: learning through resources inside and outside school, using resource center



inside school, School Botanical Garden and plant studies of “Omsap” (JUSTUCIA
GANGETICA), studying every aspect of plant studies, and requiring local wisdom and
teachers to teach about plant knowledge. The most important English communicative
competence that the students need are speaking and writing ,working in group, presenting
their work orally, producing small books and proposing a project. They also need authentic
assessment of their speaking and writing performance.

2. Regarding the learning processes for developing communicative English
speaking and writing competence , the researcher conducted 4 cycles of teaching and
learning each of which was treated with 4 lesson plans ; and the results are as follow:

In cycle 1, the students’” communicative English speaking and writing competence
was found at the low fevel : some students could not express in words and sentences, and
they could not create sentences from the words given. The 8 learning processes utilized
during this cycle were story telling , leamning by doing, learning by observing, inquiring,
searching information, note taking, analyzing notes, and making conclusions.

In cycle 2, the problems found in cycle 1 were solved by letting the students practice
from the learning resource of the school, using the same 8 learning ptocesses as those in
Cyele 1. Their communicative English speaking and writing competence was found at the
moderate Ievel. However, the students could not remember and use some vocabulary words.

In cycle 3, the problem in the previous cycle was solved by letting the studenis
practice speaking and wriling skills in real situations with a native speaker, using the same
learning processes: story telling , leaming by doing, learning by observing, asking questions,
inquiring and searching information, note taking, analyzing notes, and making conclusions.

Their communicative English speaking and writing competence was improved to a good
level.

In cycle 4, the students were encouraged to produce their own works by using the
words and sentences that they had learnt, including presenting and sharing their works.
Most students could present their works at a good level. The 9 learning processes utilized

in this cycle were story telling , learning by doing, learning by observing, inquiring,



searching information, note taking, analyzing notes, making conclusions, and presenting &
shafing their works.

In conclusion, the 9 learning processes for developing communicative English
speaking and writing competence for Mattayom Suksa 5 students at Kosumwittayason School
were story telling, learning by doing, learning by observing, inquiring , searching
information, note taking, analyzing notes, making conclusions, and presenting & sharing
works.

3. Assessment of the students’ communicative English speaking and writing
competence using speaking and writing competence tests revealed that their communicative
English speaking and writing was found ata good level. The students’ average speaking
competence was 68.9 percent, which is above the criterion; and the average writing

competence was 75.5 percent, which is also above the criterion,



