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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study about knowledge and maintaining
behavior on Five Precepts, and to compare about knowledge and maintaining behavior on
Five Precepts of higher education students in Maha Sarakham Province. Sample group
consists of 400 higher education students from normal semester of all classes in Maha
Sarakham Province in the academic year 2009. The sample group was selected by quota
random sampling and simple random sampling methods. Data were collected by using
a questionnaire with rating scale and data analysis was performed by using computer
programs. Statistics used in data analysis were frequency, percentage, average, Standard

Deviation, {-test and One- Way Analysis of Variance, and Post Hoc Test with LSD at

significant level .05.

The results from research revealed as follows;

1. Understanding on Five Precepts of higher education students in Maha Sarakham
Province as a whole were at a high level. When consideration was made on each item, it was
found that 1 item highest level which was precept number 5 - drug prohibition, 2 items were
at high level which were precept number 4 - false speaking prohibition, precept number 2 -
stealing prohibition and 2 items were at a medium level which were precept number 3 - sexual

violation prohibition, precept number 1- animal killing prohibition. Their items of



understanding ranked from maximum to minimum were as follows; precept number 5 - drug
prohibition, precept number 4 - false speaking prohibition, precept number 2 - stealing
prohibition, precept number 3 - sexual violation prohibition, and precept number 1- animal
killing prohibition.

2. Behavioral levels on Five Precepts maintaining of higher education studenis
in Maha Sarakham Province as a whole was at rarely level. When consideration was taken on
each item, it was found as follows; never break on 3 items which were precept number
5 - drug prohibition, precept number 2 - stealing prohibition, precept number 4 - false
speaking prohibition, rarely break on | item which was precept number 3 - sexual violation
prohibition and frequently break on ! item which was precept number 1- animal killing
prohibition. Ranked from maximum fo minimum were; precept number 5 - drug prohibition,
precept number 2 - stealing prohibition, precept number 4 - false speaking prohibition,
precept number 3 - sexual violation prohibition, and precept number 1- animal killing
prohibition.

3. On the comparison of knowledge about Five Precepts classified by sex and
institutions, it was found that student of both sexes have different understanding without
statistically significant at .05 level, or have not different understanding, It also found that
students from 4 different institutions have knowledge about Five Precepts differently with
statistically significant at .05 level, Students from Sti Maha Sarakham Nursing College and
Institute of Physical Education Maha Sarakham have knowledge about Five Precepts more
than students from Maha Sarakham University and Rajabhat Maha Sarakham University.

4. Students of different sex have different maintaining behavior on Five Precepts
without statistically significant at .05 level, or have not different understanding. Students
from different institutions have maintaining behavior on Five Precepts differently with
statistically significant at .05 level. Students from Sti Mahasarakham Nursing Coliege and
Institute of Physical Education Maha Sarakham have higher level of maintaining behavior
about Five Precepts than students from Maha Sarakham University and Rajabhat Maha

Saralkham University.



5. From problem analysis and recommendations about knowledge and maintaining
behavior on Five Precepts of higher education students in Maha Sarakham Province, it was
found as follows;

5.1 Problems of knowledge and maintaining behavior on Five Precepts of
higher education students in Maha Sarakham Province ranked from maximum to minimum
were as follows; a) sometimes they have to prepare food made from animal, b) sometimes
they have to lic because of inappropriateness of telling true stories, c) lacking of clear
understanding about performing principles of Five Precepts, d) lacks of regularity on
performing Five Precepis, ¢) linitation of time availability, £) lacks of endorsement and
g) lacks of consciousness. .

5.2 Recommendations about knowledge and maintaining behavior on Five
Precepts for higher education students in Maha Sarakham Province were as follows; a) there
should be more informative about Dhamma principles, b) there should be more training about
Precepts, ¢} there should be more activities to promote maintaining behavior oﬂ Five Precepts,
and d) some details of Five Precepts there should be ﬂexiﬁility on performing of some

precepis.



