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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to develop English speaking skills of the students
of vocational certificate level by using project-based activities, and to study the satisfaction of the
students towards the project-based activities, Samples of the study were 40 students of vocational
certificate fevel in That Phanom Industial and Community Education College, Nakhon Phanom
University, selected by purposive sampling. The tools of the study were three plans (three cycles),
I plan per 6 hours, the total time of which was 18 hours ; a rating-scale English speaking skill
assessment form ; and a rating-scale satisfaction questionnaire. Data were statistically analyzed
by using percentage, mean, and standard deviation. In addition, data from unstructured
observation by the author and the co-researcher, students® learning journal, and students’ |
interview after each cyele were also included in the analysis,

The results of the study revealed the following :

Cycle 1 : At the Learning Stage, it was found that most students, in pairs, could ask
and answer questions correctly. At the Question-Writing Practice Stage, all of the students could
write grammatically correct questions. While doing the activity, the clever students, in their
groups, helped the average and the poor ones, At Role-Play Stage, most students did well but
some could not remember some sentences in their own scripts. However, other students in
respective groups helped unt~il the activity could be completed. At the Real Inferview Stage, some

students could not remember some of their questions, so they had to look at the script all the time.



This resulfed in the interview being discontinuous. Solution of the problems of this stage was
done in Cycle 2. At Project-based Activities Introduction and Data Collection Stages, all of the
students could complete their tasks quickly and accurately with understanding, At the Post-
Interview Presentation Stage, Some students had the same problems while speaking as at the Real
Interview Stage. The students’ overall speaking skill assessment result after this cycle was as a
whole at the fair level,

Cycle 2 : The author solved the problems found in Cycle 1 by encouraging the
students in the same groups to help using gestures while doing the activity in the Real Interview
Stage. At the Post-Interview Presentation Stage, additional lessons on speaking and grammar
using repetition drills were provided to them. Still, there were 5 students who could not pass the
minimum criterion. The students’ overall speaking skill assessment result after this cycle was
also at the fair level.

Cycle 3 : The author solved the problems found in Cycle 2 by having the students
speak slowly and clearly to reduce their excitement and increase their confidence, as well as
encouraging the other students in their groups to answer the questions. All students could pass the
minimurm criterion. The students’ overall speaking skill assessment result after this cycle was at
the good level.

These Project-based Activities focus on learning by doing ; that is, the students
learned from real interview. These activities create their thirst for knowledge, boost their self-
confidence, help them learn how to lead and how to follow. They can learn both in class and from
outside . In conclusion, project-based activities can effectively be used to develop the students’
learning.

The satisfaction of students for Project-Based Activities can observe from plans start
the activities to action in plan, activities practice with the amusement, present work activities

practice in time and to reach the target in purpose of good fix.



