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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the unique and literature characteristic of
Sowat, an Esarn literature from the original 13 chapters modified palm leafs were
written with dharma alphabets at Ban Nong No temple, Nong No Sub Districr,
Muang District, Maha Sasakham Province. The rescarch was the quantity research by
studying the related documents and rescarches, then using the literary theory for data
analysis. It also was observation research by interview the 8 folk wisc men who
were choose by proposal Sampling. The research instrument was a questionnaire that
contained the recorder. The research took place during May 2007-2010. The data
were analyzed by descriptive analysis.

The rescarch findings as follows;

Sowat, an Esamn literature aimed to conceive the principle of Tri
Buddhism dharma, establish the belief of Buddhism and moral that the author wrote,
there were the Buddhism belief; karma, sins-virtue, heaven-hell, morale, astrology and
black magic.

The form study findings that Sowat was written by Klongsarn, the
appropriate prosody for singing, the singer can sing beautifully with the emotional
words. At the beginning, Sowat started with preface and worshipful Buddhist prays,

Tt mentioned Lord Buddha’s past lifc and start the story later. The footnote in the



end of the story mentioned the copy writers’ names and the donators’ names. They
offered to the Buddha.

The study of literature found that Sowat was written by the elaborate and
beautiful words, the appropriate words, repeated words, and synonym words. The
way for describing and creating the readers’ imagination, using repeated words, word
using and sound using was worth and beauty of language. It was effect to readers
and listeners’ conception, emotion and reaction. Furthermore, it was a perfect
emotiorial art because the poet added nmew things in his writhing hat motivated the
listeners fo be excited and impressed them to follow the story, it was a realistic
story by using the emotional words, comparing words that imaged the poet’s
intelligence. Sowat was a worth description, form and language and it was also a

mastet piece obvions Esarn literature.



