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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this rescarch were tol) study a learning process of local Science
on the topic of “Herbal Plants” based on local wisdom and to develop the learning procesé
for the 6" grade students at Menyai Primary School and Menyai community in Muang
District, Maha Sarakham Province. The target group consisting of 5 community leaders,
10 over-60-year-elders from 5 communities, and 3 local experts in herbal plants; 9 teachers
and 24 students. The mixed methodology and was used for the research. The research
instruments were a focus group method, two sets of questionnaire, an behaviour

observation and a 5-rating-scale form.

Results of the research were as follows:
1. He findings indicated that the suitable learning process for students at
Menyai primary school consisted of:
1.1 Contextual analysis of biodiversity, various areas of local wisdom on
herbal plants.
1.2 Writing a map of useful learning resource centers in the community.

1.3 Setting up 3 leamning resource centers in Menyai community




consisting of a natural dyed cloth center, a center of herbal plants for insect protection
and a center of herbal plants for health,
1.4 Students were taught by local philosophers about the herbal plants in the
three center.
2. The students have developed their eight scientific skills through the learning
process of local Science on the topic of “Herbal Plants” in the three centers.
Moreover, it was found that the students trusted more the local philosophers,
they realized the importance of learning package of the herbal plants ad they were
aware of environment conservation, enthusiastic about learning and sharing idea, They

developed their work skill and accepted other idea.




