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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research were to : 1) Study the contents of Khoksung
Community Forest, Nongko Village, Moo 12, Khokphra Sub-district, Kantarawichai District,
Maha Sarakham Province from past to present, 2) Explore problems in managing Khoksung
Community Forest from the year 2538 B.E. onwards and 3) study people’s participation in
the management of the community forest. The study was qualitative research, having 48
samples selected from stakeholders in the community forest management by means of
purposive sampling technique, The instrument used for gathering data was structured-
interview questions.

The research findings were shown as follows:

1. Khoksung Community Forest was categorized as community forest in 2528 B.E,
Originally, it covered an area of 870 rais, but only 600 rais are left at present due to forest
encroachment, Villagers had houses built and, reaped crops and gained benefits from the
forest. There have been many changes in the forest from past to present which were
classified into three periods. The first period was prior to 2538 B.E. When the forest was
encroached by villagers by means of hunting, cutting trees and building houses. The second
period was from 2538 B.E. to 2548 B.E. when forest trees were cut to be reproduced and
made charcoals. The third period was from 2549 B.E. to present which was the period of
conservation and restoration. In the meantime, regulations and agreements were made for

proper use of the forest, for example prohibition to cutting trees and forest encroachment.
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