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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to investigate parasitic infection of crnamental fishes in
Muang District, Mahasarakham Province. Four commonly freshwater ornamental fish,
namely Carassius auratus (Goldfish); Poecilia reticulate (Guppy); Xiphophorus helleri
(Swordtail} and Poecilia latipinna (Molly} were examined for parasites from August 2010 to

January 2011.Fish were. primarily selected according.to.signs of illness, otherwise. fish were

randomly chosen. In total of 240 oramental fish of 4 species from 2 aquarivm shops and 1

private farm were monthly surveyed (10 fish/ species/shop). The parasites species found

included: Gyrodactylus spp., Dactyrogyrus spp., Trichodina spp., Ichthyopthivius multifilis
andrTetraizymena spp. The highest prevalence rate was for Trichodina spp. (43.3 — 75%),
followed by Monogenea (21.7 - 60%), Tetrahymena spp. (25 — 43.3%), and L. multifilis (20 -
25%). The most infected ornamental fish species was swordtail, followed by goldfish, guppy
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and molly. It was important to treat for common parasitic infection to inhibit the spread of

the disease and prevent the economic losses in ornamental fish cultured industry.
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