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ABSTRACT

The present study aims at 1) investigating problems of learning and teaching Thai
conversation of Chinese university students in People’s Republic of China by using Natural
Approach and integrated teaching focusing on learner centered; and 2) seeking solutions of
175 second year Chinese university students in learning Thai conversation, Faculty of
Intemational Education, Guangxi University, People’s Republic of China, in the second
semester of the academic year 2008. Subjects were selected by using the purposive sampling
technigue. The instruments used for data collection were a subjective test, a structured
conversation form, and an unstructured conversation form as well as the feedback of Thai
usage in various conversational situations in Thailand during 2009-2010. This rescarch was
qualitative in nature, in which data werc descriptively analysed and presented.

Findings of the study revealed that these Chinese university students had the
following probiems in learning Thai conversation: lacking basic skills in icaming Thai, being
unfamiliar with Thai people’s pronunciation, lacking Thai vocabulary, being unable to
remember Thai vocabulary, having no utterance, having unclear pronunciation, putting words

in wrong orders, not understanding Thai cultures and traditions, ete, The followings are

suggestions for solving the problems: teachers should pronounce words clearly, repeatedly,
and frequently for the students to practice listening; they should encourage students to observe
and imitate native speakers’ pronunciation as well as practicing on anticipating further
questions and learning to use word modifiers. Moreover, students should be encouraged to
read a lot to increase their vocabulary ability in recognizing grammatical structures, and skills

in arranging Thai words in proper orders. Using nonverbal language, documents, teaching




materials, and various learning activitics can be enjoyable and help students realize the value
of learning Thai conversation in order to be confident to speak Thai properly when they have

to communicate with other people in the Thai society.




