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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to: study factors affecting the operation of the savings groups for
production in Buriram Provinge, classified by the level evaluated, length of operation of the group,
the amount of money the group has accumulated, and the position in the savings group; study
problems and obstacles that occurred in the operation. The population was composed of the savings
groups for production in Buriram Province. The sample size, determined through Taro Yamane’s
method, comprised 311 groups. The sample was obtained through proportional stratified random
sampling. The sampling method began with dividing the population into types and then the
proportion between all the savings groups and each type of the savings groups was calculated.
Simple random sampling was then carried out. The instrument for the collection of data was a rating
scale questionnaire. The analysis employed a computer program. The statistics consisted of
percentage, mean, standard deviation, frequency, multiple correlation coefficient, and an analysis of
linear multiple regression that 8 independent variables and one dependent variable entered the
equation. The statistical significance was set at .05.

The results revealed that the factors significantly affected the operation of the savings
groups for production in Buriram Province comprised 6 factors. They are: self~reliance of the group;
participation in the management of the group; building network of collaboration; length of operation
of the group; outside support; and conflict in the group. The multiple correlation coefficient was
0.842. All independent variables could explain the variation of the dependent variable at 70.90% (r

= 0,842, 1* = 0,709)




The analysis of the level of strength of the operation of the savings groups for production in
Buriram Provinee, by aspect and on the whole, found that the strength of the operation of all 3
savings groups, on the whole, was in the high level. When considered aspect by aspect, 3 aspects
were in the high level, they were: 1. the aspect of benefit for the community members; 2. the aspeet
of capital and resources administration; 3. the aspect of structure and work process. In the moderate
level was the aspect of organization competency development.

The strength of the operation of the savings groups for production which was evaluated as
good, on the whole was in the high level. Considered by aspect, the strength was in the high level in
all aspects: 1. the aspect of capital and resources administration; 2. the aspect of benefit for the
community members; 3. the aspect of structure and work process; and 4 the aspect of organization
competency development.

The strength of the operation of the savings groups for production which was cvaluated as
fair, on the whole was in the moderate level. Considered by aspect, the strength was in the high
level in 3 aspects: 1. the aspect of structure and work process; 2. the aspect of capital and resources
administration; and 3. the aspect of benefit for the community members. In the moderate level was
the aspect of organization competency development.

The strength of the operation of the savings groups for production which was evaluated as
to be improved, on the whole was in the moderate level. Considered by aspect, the sirength was in
the moderate level in 3 aspects: 1. the aspect of benefit for the community members; 2. the aspect of
capital and resources administration; and 3 the aspect of structure and work process. In the low level
was the aspect of organization competency development.

Tn terms of recommendations, they are presented here from high to low according to the
frequency; career promotion for the members should be emphasized by training in the career;
continuous saving should be encouraged; the members of the savings groups should be trained to be
self-reliant; transparency and justice should be emphasized and every member is accountable;
training, study tours and exchanges of experience among savings groups were needed; welfare

should be provided for the members; member’s participation should be emphasized.




