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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at 1) studying behaviors and current conditions of public
participation: factors affecting public participation as well as problems and constraints; and
2) analyzing public potential and seeking guidelines for their development to get involved
in local development. The sample population for this study were residents of Karm Riang
Local Administration Organization, Kantarawichai District, Maha Sarakham.

Findings of the study are as follow:

The average mean of public opinion regarding their participation and current
conditions of participation was found at a moderate level, Factors affecting their
involvement in local development were knowledge and understanding, recognition of
public participation, creativity, moral ethics, and role of community leaders or leadership
of Karm Riang Local Administration Organization. Problems and constraints regarding
public participation in the development of this area were mostly inadequate information, its
limited dissemination, and public readiness.

Hypothesis testing revealed that there was no correlation in subjects’ educational
level, age and monthly income and their participation; while duration of residence in the
area affected their participation at the .05 level of significance, as hypothesized. However,
their educationa! level , monthly income, and duration of residence in the area were not
correlated with information awareness of local development projects; whereas their age was

significantly related with information awareness at the .05 level as hypothesized.



