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Abstract

This research aimed to study and compare the levels of operation of the child
development centers under Tambon Administrative Organizations, Nongkhai Province. The
sample, obtained through stratified random sampling, consisted of 291 chiefs of the Division
of Education, Religion and Culiure and child caretakers, The instrument was a questionnaire
with reliability value of .97, The data analysis employed a computer program to find the
mean, percentage, and standard deviation. The hypothesis testing employed t-test.

The findings are as follows : The operation of the child development centers under
Tambon Administrative Organizations, Nongkhai Province followed the standard established
for child development centers under local government organizations, Ministry of Interior. On
the whole, the level of operation was in the moderate level. When each aspect was taken into
consideration, it was found that one aspect was in the high level. That was the aspect of
academic and curricular activities. The other aspects were in the moderate level. Ranked from
high to low according to the value of the mean, the aspects are in this order; the aspect of
community participation and support; the aspect of personnel and management; the aspect of
buildings, grounds, environment and safety, The comparison of the levels of operation
revealed that the Tambon Administrative Organizations that were different in size, on the

whole, did not make any difference in their operation. However, when each aspect was taken



into consideration it was found that the aspect of academic and curricular activities, and the
aspect of community participation and support were not different. Meanwhile, the aspect of
personnel and management and the aspect of buildings, grounds, environment and safety
were different with statistical significance at the level of .05. In terms of suggestions, most of
the chiefs and child caretakers suggested the following: administrators and child caretakers
should be knowledgeable in early childhood education organization; there should be
continuous training in early childhood education; buildings and grounds should be fenced for
safety; there should be more grounds or areas for child development activities; more budget
for repair of the child development centers should be allocated; learning and teaching media
suitable for the children’s age and development should be provided; the children should be
encouraged to participate in important holiday activities; parents should be encouraged to
take part in the management of learning and teaching; a parents club should be set up to take
part and have roles in providing education; and public relation activitics should be increased

in order to disseminate information and strengthen the relationship with the community.



