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Abstract

The present investigation aims to investigate fourfold: 1) to study and collect knowledge
of local wisdom community for forest management of Khoakhinfat community; 2) to investigate
pattern of adopting knowledge of local wisdom for modern knowledge integration for forest
management of Khoakhinlat community;  3) to examine condition or mechanism supporting
communities, community organisations and government scotors in adopting focal wisdom
knowledge for modern knowledge integration for forest management of Khoakhinlat community;
4) to explore problems and difficulties in adopting local wisdom knowledge for modern
knowledge integration for forest management of Khoakhinlat community under the main puipose
of sustainable natural resources development. The present investigation was qualitative research.
Non-structured together with depth interview, observation, note-taking, wvoice and visual
recording devices, knowledge exchange, small group conversation, and observation in forest
plantation activities were used for data collection. The findings reveal that knowledge of local
wisdom adopted by the forest conservation community or community organization in forest
management of Koakhinlat include 1) related knowledge of forest, soil and water conservation;

2) knowledge of using benefit of forest and realising on its limitation; 3) knowledge of forest

plantation; and 4) knowledge of area management for community esishlishimentmho

aforementioned knowledge has been accumulated and continued from generation to generation.
The remarkable features of local wisdom knowledge include: 1) knowledge created from thinking
systetn, original beliefs of the community which then became custom and tradition for forest

conservation concealed with religious beliefs; 2) knowledge concerning tnore societal henefit




()

than personal benefit; 3) knowledge emphasizing balanceable ecosystem preservation; and
4) knowledge on the basis of enhancing participation of people in the community.

In terms of patterns of the integration of local wisdom knowledge and modern knowledge
in forest management of Khoakhinlat community, they are divided into two types: a pattern of
integration through activities held continuously, and a patterm of integration through the
systematic establishment of forest conservation organization. Both patterns were set up under the
main conditions regarding level of structure and level of contextual area. The level of structural
condition resulting in wisdom integration includes; 1} failure in forest management of state
focusing only on forest science knowledge that caused the reduction of forest area, affected
people in local community by taking advantage for their lvings; 2) acceptance of the community
rights in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand since 1997, and 3) policy of
decentralization to local government made local people take roles and responsibilities in natural
resources conservation. In respect of level of contextual area, it consists of 1) situation of
community from contradiction into cooperation, and 2) learning process of community in
problem salving. Both conditions lead to the importance of local and modem knowledge.

In level of structure, there are some difficulties in wisdom integration. They are 1} a
disagreement between the policy and administration; 2) knowledge on sciences was influenced
and wildly accepted. In level of contextual area, it reveals 1) the problems on lacking contiguity
in local wisdom inheritance, 2) policy depending on each administrator fn local self-government
still has not emphasized the importance of forest conservation and restoration seriously, and 3)
lacking forest management unity, nsing government policy of forest carc zoning under the
regulation of community area, Due to the area of Khoakhinlat cotnmunity which covers 20

villages, 5 sub-districts and 2 districts; consequently, the difficulty is occurred in terms of

managerent.




