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Abstract

This research aimed to develop virtues and ethics of students in grade 79
in Kumbongpitayakom School, Kalasin Office of Educational Service Area 3, using the
process of action research. The research group consisted of 13 persons. The 258 informants
comprised an administrator, teachers of class range 3, parents, resource persons, students in
grade 7 — 9 in Kumbongpitayakom School in the first semester of the academic year 2007.
The variables under study comprised 5 aspects of virtues and ethics: the aspect of honesty
with duty; the aspect of dressing values; the aspect of using things economically; the aspect
of responsibility; and the aspect of wishing other people happiness. The research was divided
into 2 phases: the phase for a study of the state and problems of virtues and cthics; and the
phase for the development of virtues and ethics. In the second phase 6 developmental
activities were applied. They included meditation before class, a moral and ethical training
camp, Good Children of Kumbong, the Main Root of the Motherland, activities on holidays
and activities of boy and girl scouts. The instrument used included forms for observation and
interview, and a questionnaire. The analysis of quantitative data employed the mean and
standard deviation while the analysis of qualitative data employed triangulation technique.

The results of the study of the state and problems revealed that the students in grade
7 — 9 of Kumbongpitayakom School had their moral and ethical problems, as a whele, in the

high level. When the problems were ranked according to their severity, they appeared as



follows: the aspect of wishing other people happiness; the aspect of dressing values; the
aspect of responsibility; the aspect of using things economically; and the aspect of honesty
with duty. Concerning the results, the development of the 5 aspects of virtues and ethics
resulted in a satisfactory improvement of the students’ moral and ethical behavior, as seen in
the comparison of the results of the development with the state and problems before the

development.
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