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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study and to compare the levels of the state of
moral and ethical execution, as a whole and by aspect, in the schools offering education in
class range 1-2 under Maha Sarakham Office of Educational Service Area 2, based on the
status and the size of the school. The sample included 342 persons of whom 90 were school
administrators and 252 were teachers in the schools offering education in class range 1-2
under Maha Sarakham Office of Educational Service Area 2 in the academic year 2006, The
sample size was determined according to the Krejcie and Morgan Table and was obtained
through stratified random sampling. The instrument used was a Likert-type rating scale
questionnaire with 5 levels of rating and 46 items. The total reliability value of the
questionnaire was 0.87. The statistics used in the analysis included percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and t-test and F-test for the hypothesis testing. Paired tests according to §cheffé

method were also employed.
The findings are as follows:

1. The state of moral and ethical execution, as a whole, in the schools offering
education in class range 1-2 under Maha Sarakham Office of Educational Service Area 2, was
at the high level. When considered aspect by aspect, every aspect was also at the high level.
Ranked from high to low using the values of the mean, the aspects are in this order: the aspect
of organizing activities for moral and ethical development; the aspect of personnel; the aspect

of curriculumn organization; the aspect of evaluation; and the aspect of policy setting.




2. In the comparison of the levels of moral and ethical execution, as a whole
and by aspect, in the schools offering education in class range 1-2 under Maha Sarakham _
Office of Educational Service Area 2, it was found that the level of moral and ethical
execution in the schools offering education in class range 1-2 under Maha Sarakham Office of
Educational Service Area 2 according to the opinion of the school administrators differed from
that of the teachers, with statistical significance at .05 level. Meanwhile, the level of personnel
did not differ.

3. In the comparison of the levels of moral and ethical execution, as a whole,
in the school of different sizes that offered education in class range 1-2 under Maha Sarakham
Office of Educational Service Area 2, it was found that there was a difference with statistical
significance at .05 level. That is, the large-sized schools had a higher level of moral and
ethical execution than that in the medium-sized and in the small-sized schools, with statistical
significance at .05 level. Meanwhile, the levels of moral and ethical execution in the medium-
sized and in the small-sized schools did not differ. When each aspect was taken into
‘consideration, it was found that in the aspect of curriculum organization; the aspect of
personnel; and the aspect of evaluation had a difference with statistical significance at .05
level. That is, the large-sized schools had a higher level of moral and ethical execution than
that in the medium-sized and in the small-sized schools, with statistical significance at .05
level. Meanwhile, the levél‘ of moral and ethical execution in the medium-sized and in the
small-sized schools did not differ. In the aspect of organizing activities for moral and cthical
development and the aspect of palicy setting in schools of different sizes, there was no
difference.

4. The top three suggestions are ranked from high to low according to their
frequencies as follows: the school should set a clear policy for the students’ moral and ethical
development; there should be a committee. comprising various parties to take charge of moral
and ethical development; and moral and ethical teaching should be interwoven with the
teaching of every subject. The school should organize activities in important religious days
and encourage the students to participate in thé activities. The school should organize mental
development activities for students in every academic year and students’ interest groups or

clubs relating to moral and ethical development should be formed in the school.




