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ABSTRACT

This research and development study of farmers’ ways of life based on sufficient
economy philosophy aimed at studying 1) the agricultural contexts of Maha Sarakham Province,
2) select and collect sufficient - economy farmers’ data for case studies, and 3) develop the
selected sufficient- economy farmers to be sample sufficient-economy models for household,
community, and society. The population for this study were sufficient-economy farmers in 11
districts and 2 sub-districts of Maha Sarakham Province from which one case of sufficient-
economy farmers of each district and sub-diétrict was selected to participate in the study. They
were then classified into 3 levels of agricultural farming : household, community, and society;
after which one household was selected to represent each of the three levels through purposive
sampling according to their readiness to serve as case studies for sufficient economy development.

Findings of the study were as follow:

1)} The contexts of Maha Sarakham provided the overall information on the
province: the fact that the agricultural area accounted for 74.94 per cent indicated that Maha
Sarakham is an agricultural society with farming as the main occupation; the most popular
cultivation is yearly sticky-rice production found suitable for farming in every district; the district
cultivating all ﬂle four economic crops is Kosumpisai, which is a real farming society due to the
fact that it has the most farming land, ranks first in yearly-rice production, the top economic crop
of the province. This district also has household agriculture ranking second and it is also the
district having the most mulberry cultivation and silk production. However, the district that
should be promoted and closely supervised is Chuenchom Sub-district, a newly-established

district deprived of various economic opportunities. According to the study, most farmers in



Maha Sarakham misunderstand that the sufficient-economy principle is the same as creating
supplementary income, It is thus necessary that concerned government agencies provide the
farmers with proper knowledge regarding agricultural contexts and appropriate sufficient
economy practices in order to improve the quality of their life.

2) In selecting and collecting data of case-study farmers based on the sufficient
economy principle, if is found that all the districts have farmers capable of serving as subjects for
the sufficient-economy way of life because their attributes have met the 3 required key
performance indicators (KPI) -~ sufficiency, rationale and self-immunization; and 2 conditions
--- knowledge and moral ethics. _

3) Development of sufficient-economy farmers revealed that of all the 13 districts,
the selected farmers of 6 districts make their living according to the sufficient-economy way of
life at the household level, 5 districts of the community level and 2 districts at the society level.
Development of these subjects needs a feasibility model, nurturing and constructing model,
designing and expanding, as well as analyzing and learning, to be used as guidelines for
development,

Findings of this research revealed significant factors or variables that should lead to
these sufficient-economy farmers’ success : encouragement from concerned government agencies
for moral support and guidelines for problem solving; having a successful case study model as
the key to expanding effective sufficient-economy practices since farmers’ confidence also
depend on successful cases available in their communities. These successful cases and

. encouragement from concerned government officials can lead to group strength, sharing of
knowledge, increasing confidence, and establishing guidelines for farmers’ successful practices in

the sufficient-economy way of life in Maha Sarakham Province.



