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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study and research the movement of farmers, focussing on the
case of Esarn Farmers Assembly in Mahasarakham Province. The thesis studied the history
and the development of the assembly, the various issues which the farmers submitted to the
government sector with a demand for resolution. Our 71 informants included the leadership
of the farmers, the farmers, government officials, and officials of non — govemmental
organizations (NGOs). The findings of the research are as follows.

Historically, the Esarn farmers movement was born out of the coming together of
farmer in Esarn to demand that the government solve the following nine clusters of their
problems:

1. The silk project,
The “phaitong” bamboo project,

The “Esam Kaiw” ox project,

Bow N

The eashew nuts project,

b

The problems related to forestry and land,

The irrigation dam problems,

=&

The problems of low price for their produce,

3. The problems of environment, and



9. The problems of unjust laws.

The first four items refer to the projects initiated and promoted by the government
but once they were undertaken by the farmers the projects failed, causing the farmers to be
indebted. The other five problems were cause by the policies of the government as well as by
some related laws which, together, resulted in the sufferings of the farmers.

The movement of the Esarn Farmers Assembly was born out of two interrelated
mechanisms: the one internal to the Assembly and the other external to it.

The internal mechanism of the Assembly consists four parts: the history and the
general condition of the Assembly, the economic condition of members of the Assembly, the
relations of the Assembly members 10 the community, and the characteristics of life and
culture of the members.

The mechanism external to the Assembly consists three parts: laws and
governmental policies, non-governmental organizations and the concept of the people’s
participation.

People’s participation is vital to the movement of the group’s members. It is the
principle which guarantecs that each member has the right to express his views and take pait
in the action, the enforcement of motivation, extrinsic as well as intrinsic. Extrinsic
motivation includes economic incentive such as the needs for cultivation land the relief from
indebtedness, and the needs for life security; and non-economic incentives such as praises
and compliments, training and position. Intrinsic motivation refers to basic human needs,
sufferings, love and concern for natural resources and a sense of belongings. Besides, the
principle of pcople’s participation regard that common rules in the movement of the
Assembly must be worked out together, every member participating in all processes on the
basic of quality and mutual acceptance.

It may be said that the movement of the Esamn Farmers Assembly come in to being
because of the mutually dependent mechanisms which, in turn, resulted from the laws and
government policies. That is to say, government officials and agencies, when they put laws
and policies into practice, coordinated their work among government agencies as well as

between government agencies and representatives of the farmets in creating relevant official



structures as well as methods and procedures to support of to solve problems of the farmers
who could not meet their own needs or who could not solve their own problems. In addition
to the workings of the government organizations, the involvement of the non-governmental
_organizations played a very important part in the continuing movements of the farmers,
linking people in the comrunities members of the Esarn Assembly of Farmers, and leader of
the Assembly. The NGOs themselves also took part and provided support in the work of the
Assembly as well as assisted in solving some problems of the movement and problems of the
farmers. Therefore, it can be concluded that laws, state policies, state agencies, government
officials and non-governmental organizations are all contributive mechanisms, supporting
and relating, directly and indirectly to the movements of the Esarn Farmers Assembly.

It can be said that the mechanisms concerning the movements of the Esarn Farmers
Assembly came from two parts: the on internal and the other external to the Assembly.
These mechanisms played important part in the making of the Esarn Farmers Assembly,
coniributing to the creation of further mechanisms. equality, acceptance, common rules,

movements, participation and benefits of the farmer member of the Assembly.



