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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at studying 1) background and public beliefs regarding
conservation of Pa-doon Lamphan Forest, 2) public participation in conservation of
Pa-doon Lamphan Forest, and 3) development of public participation in conservation of
Pa-doon Lamphan Forest. Subjects for this research were local authorities and members
of the Royal Crab Conservation Club who are residents of the four villages: Na-chueak,
Koke-klom, Hua-chang and Huaysai. Selection of subjects to participate in the study was
based on their abilities to clearly explain and relate public participation to conservation of
Pa-doon Lamphan Forest. The instruments used in this study were two semi-structured
interview forms: one for collecting data and the other one for presenting the data in
descriptive analysis, describing background and public beliefs regarding conservation, public
participation, and development of public participation in conservation of Pa-doon Lamphan
Forest.

Findings of the study revealed that the beliefs of people residing in the areas
surrounding Pa-doon Lamphan Forest passed down from generation to gencration are those
regarding their ancestral spirits, namely Phee Pu-ta and Chao-pu Luang Udom, whose powers
are believed to help protect the forest, man, and animals. Such beliefs have led to formation
of mutual rules for controlling behaviors of the local people and encouragement for thern to
live together under social orders --- that is, living with love and unity, sacrifice as well as

tolerance from which pleasure and life security are derived.



The study of public participation in conservation of Pa-doon Lamphan showed that
public awareness of the problems and consequences regarding invasion of the forest and its
resources has led to the forming of Pa-doon Lamphan and Royal Crab Conservation Club
comprising members such as community leaders, school and family members, as well as the
general public. The Club has set its clear implementation plan extending its network to
involve villages, sub-districts, and nearby districts. The strength and success of its
implementation has been accepted by the society, a good example of direct public
involvement in conservation of Pa-doon Forest with rules and regulations for people to
observe and practice.

Regarding development of public participation in conservation of Pa-doon Lamphan
Forest, the study revealed that during the pre»establishmeht of the Pa-doon and Royal Crab
Conservation Club and its implementation, the public were also involved directly in forming
ideas, implementing or putting ideas into practice, and sharing responsibility, Local people or
members of the community could have access to utilize Pa-doon resources when they
needed. On the other hand, during the period when the Forestry Department established a
system for management of the forest resources by having the government sector playing its
principle role; the rules and regulations were enforced and the public could indirectly
participate in conservation of the forest only when opportunity allowed. One significant idea
is that during this period the public or community members could not have access to utilize

the resources available in the forest.



