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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the present research were 1) to study the belief in merit marking of
the Buddhists in Gantarawichai District, Mahasarakham Province and 2) to study
their belief by sex, age, level of education, vocation and income.

The sample was consisted of 400 Buddhists in Gantarawichai Disirict,
Mahasarakham Province who were selected through a guota sampling and an
accidental random sampling. A questionnaire was used for collecting data. The
independent variables were sex, age, level of education, vocation and income. The
dependent variable, on the other hand, was the sample’s belief in merit making. The
data collected were analyzed by means of the SPSS Program for Windows for
percentage, arithmetic mean, a t-test and ANOVA. The findings’ significance was
being set at 0.5

The findings:

1. The belief in merit making of the people in Gantarawichai District,
Mahasarakham Province, as a whole, was at a “moderate” level. However, when
their belief was distributed by aspect, it was found that the respondents expressed a
“high” levetl of belief in observing the Buddhist precepts. They aiso expressed a

"moderate” level of belief in alms giving and practicing meditaticn.



2. A comparison of the sample's belief by sex, age, educational lavel, vocation
and income showed that:

Z.1 Male and female Buddhists possessed different levels of betief in merit
making. Either by looking at the findings as a whole or by each individual aspect,
the females showed a “higher” level of belief in merit making than the males.

2.2 Age difference also caused different levels of belief in merit making.
The respondents’ betief in the observation of the precepts and practicing
meditation, both as a whole as well as by individual aspect, were differant.
Nevertheless, they did not differ in their belief in alms giving. Those who belonged
to the 50-year and older group possessed a stronger belief in merit making than the
l 41-50, 31-40, 21-30 and 12-20- year old groups.

2.3 People of different educational levels held similar level of belief as
regards merit making, either as a whole or by each individual aspect,

2.4 People of different vocation held similar levet of telief as regards merit
making

2.5 People of different amounts of income, as a whole, were different in their
belief in merit making. They were especially different on two aspects, namely alms
giving and observing the precepts. People who earmed Baht 10, 001 per month and
up tended to hold a stronger belief in alms giving and observing the precepts than

those who earned Baht 5, 001 - 10,000 and less than Baht 5,000 per manth.



