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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at studying 1} the overall level of public participation in the
administration process of Sub-district Local Administrations in Huay Mek District of Kalasin
Province, 2) factors affecting public participation, 3) public needs for participation, and 4}
problems and constraints regarding their participation in the administration process. The
population for this research were 37,601 residents of Huay Mek District who were 18 years
of age and older from which 396 people were proporiionately selected as subjects for
the study. Data were collected by using a guestionnaire and later analyzed by using the
SPSS for Windows. The statistics used were mean and slandard deviation, and Multiple
Linear Regression Analysis used to analyze tactors affecting oublic participation by
entering zll the variables into the equation.

Findings of the study were as follow:

1. The overall level of public participaton in the administration process of Sub-
district Local Administrations in Huay Mek was found at a moderate ievel. When specific
areas were further studied, public participausn was found highest in planning followed by

personngl administration and reporting (mSienenELon resuits.



2. Regarding factors affecting public participation in the administration process of
Sub-district Local Administrations of Huay Mek the study revealed correlation between all
the independent variables and the dependent variable (R} being 0.802 , and 64.30% of
the independent variables accounted for the dependent variable (R-Square =0.643). The
four independent variables affecting public participation were social-group leadership,
having contact with government officials, getiing information, and getting support from
community leaders; while the only independent variable that did not account for public
participation was income and property.

3. Public needs for participation in the administration process of Sub-district Local
Administrations in Huay Mek were found af a high level, with personnel administration
rated highest, followed by reporting implementation results and coordinating, respectively.

4. Problems and constraints regarding public participation in the administration
process were at a moderate level. Foundin a descending order, these problems were
government employees’ inappropriate conduct and their inefficiency, temporary- contract
employees' inappropriate conduct and their frequent absences from work, and low public
economic security, respectively.

5. According to their suggestions and opinions concerning the administration
process of Sub-district Local Administrations in Huay Mek, subjects mostly expressed
concerns regarding chairpersons and members of Sub-district Local Administration
Councils lacking knowledge and skills in their work because of their low educational level
and lack of experience in administration. The next main area of concern was dishonesty
of administrators of Sub-district Local Administrations who, according to subjects, were not
honest and performed their work for their own interest and that of their peers; resulting in
inefficient internal administration. Most subjects expressed that they wanted the Sub-
district Local Administration to improve road conditions and provide access to electricity for
all househoids: and that project plans and impiementations as well as purchases be

transparent and fair.



