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ABSTRACT

Purpose of the Study

This rescarch aimed ‘to'study the attitudes and roles of the monk and the group
of Dhamma devotees on the conservation of forest resources in Dongmoon National

Forest situated in Amphur Thakhuntho, Kalasin Province.

Procedure

The sample surveyed consisted of 36 Budhist monks and 192 Dhamma devotees
dwelling in 12 forest monasteries around Dongmoon National Forest. The data were
collected using questionnaires inquiring about their attitudes towards and roles on the
conservation of the forest resources. The information obtained was analyzed using

descriptive and qualitative analysis.

Findings

1. The attitudes of the monks and the devotees towards forest planting, tree

maintenance, and prevention and suppression of the forest resource destroyer were found

to be high.



2. It was found that the conservation of forest resources was difficult,
expensive, and time and labour — consuming. It requires faithful judgment on nature.

3. The monks and the devotees believed that Buddhism originated from the
learning of nature, and nature itself is the creator of Buddhism. Buddhists, therefore, must
be grateful to nature. The government sector must strictly enforce the laws to protect
nature and forest resources, and Buddhists must contribute to the protection of the forest
by using Dhamma.

4. The roles of the monks and the devotees on the conservation of the forest
resources were found to be regular. The monks played the role in directing and
motivating the villager to contribute to the forest resource conservation. The monks
preached, and gave lectures, and they also helped the devotees plant and maintain trees
both in the monastery arcas and deserted land on religious, and national days or on other
important occasions.

5. Tt was found that major difficulties of the monks and the devotees in the
forest conservation were the lack of cooperation from both public and private scctors
regarding the extension of information on the importance of forest resources including
techniques and methods in planting and maintaining forests i.e. cutting and strain

selection, and the shortage of equipment and tools extinguish forest fires.



