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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at studying 1) generat demographic data regarding
members of agricultural co-operatives in Kalasin Province, 2) factors affecting
members’ participation in rice sales to agricultural co-operatives in Kalasin, and
3) members’ opinions and suggestions regarding the operations of agricultural
co-operatives in Kalasin Province. Subjects for the study were 400 members of
agricultural co-operatives selected through a multi-staged random sampling.

The instrument used for collecting data was a researcher-constructed questionnaire
with .95 reliability. Data were analyzed by using the SPSS for Windows. The statistics
used for analyzing the data were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
comrelation coefficient, and multipie regression analysis with all variables assigned
to the equation, to determine factors affecting members’ participation in rice sales to
agnicultural co-operatives.

Findings of the study were as follow -

1.Regarding general demographic data, it was found that 66.00 % of
subjects were male, 65.20 % were 26-36 years old. 48.50 % finished elementary
education, 34.20 % had access to large-sized lands for agriculture, 88.20 % had
their owned lands, 37.50 % had been members of agricultural co-operatives for 1-5

years, 37.50 % had income below 20001 baht per year, 32.00 % traveled less than



1-5 kilometers from home to co-ops offices, 52.20 % had 1-2 contacts with
agricultural co-operative offices per year, 19.20 % had 2001-40,000 baht loans,
23.70 % had received awards, 93.80 % had consuited agricultural co-operatives
officials, 46.00 % were sites of visits and study tours, 86.50 % received information
leaflets or newsletters, 33.00 % received letters informing farm product prices,
67.50 % received information from newspapers, journais, or other printed materials
and 78.00 % from radios or television.

2. Factors or variables significantly affecting pubiic participation in rice sales
at the 0.05 level were educational level, size of land for agricuitural utilization,
awards received, information received through media, knowtedge and
understanding of co-operatives principles, expectation for benefits from
co-operatives, and attitudes towards co-operatives. All the independent variables
could predict the dependent variables at 91.85 %.

3. Opinions'and suggestions of members regarding operation of agricultural
co-operatives were as follow : sale  prices be clearly determined prior to harvesting
season{102 members), loans be deducted from product sales (98 members),
dividend payments for shares be increased (90 members), dividends be paid to
members annually {71 members), labor be provided to facilitate unloading rice
sacks at time of sales (82 members), permanent projects for insuring rice prices
be set up (94 members), and public relations regarding operation of agricultural
co-operatives in the form of monthly newsletters be issued, at least once a month,

to members by agricultural co-operatives committees (72 members).
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