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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at studying 1) basic economic data regarding members
and non-members of Kamalasai Agricuttural Co-operatives Ltd., 2) factors affecting
application for membership of Kamalasai Agricultural Co-operatives Ltd.,
and 3) opinions and suggestions of members and non members regarding work
implementation of Kamalasai Agricultural Co-operatives Ltd. Subjects were
386 farmers who were members and non members of Kamalasai Agricultural
Co-operatives, selected through a mutti-staged sampling. This instrument used for
collecting data was a questionnaire of 0.95 reliability. Data were analyzed by using
the SPSS for Windows and the statistics used were frequency. percentage, mean,
standard deviation, correlation coefficient, and linear muitiple regression analysis.
To describe factors affecting application for membership, the foliowing eight
independent variables were entered into the equation: sex, educational level, size of
land foe utilization, net income, distance from home to Agricultural Co-ops Office,
understanding of Co-ops principles, expectation for benefit from Co-ops., and
attitudes toward Co-ops.

The study revealed that the regarding basic economic data for members and

non-members of Kamalasai Agricultural Co-operatives, the study revealed that the



majority of subjects were male, over 50, and married. Most of them finished
elementary education, were from families of 1-5 members, were capable of having
occupation, had their own land, had income lower than 20,001 baht per year, and
lived within a distance of 11-15 kilometers from Co-ops Office.

The factors that significantly affected application for membership of
Kamalasai Agricultural Co-operatives Ltd. At the 0.05 level were understanding of
Co-ops principles and age, with the correlation coefficient of 0.385 and all the
independent variables could account for 14.80% of the dependent variable.

Opinions and Suggestions offered by members and non-members of
Kamalasai Agricultural Co-operatives Ltd. were as foliow: loan interest rate should
be reduced to 5% per year; the Co-ops interest rate should be lower than that of
the Bank of Agriculture and Co-operatives, product purchase procedures should be
reduced of simplified; Co-ops prices should be the same as market prices; Co-0ps
goods, especially fertilizer, should no be sold at a higher price than market price;
toan period should be extended from 3 to 5 years; and Co-ops workers should be

more active, friendly and willing to serve customers without intimidating customers.



