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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to explore conflicts, causes of conflicts and
conflict resolution methods i forestland management of Kang Ka-am National Reserved
Forest, Somdet District, Kalasin Province. The chief informants were the stakeholders in the
conflicts in forestland management of Kang Ka-am National Reserved Forest, Somdet
District, Kalasin Province, who were divided into three groups, namely, 10 Government
officials, 8 members from the Group of the Poor living in Dong Bang Village, Maha Chai
District and Kang Ka-am Village, Pha Sawoei District, and 9 villagers wha were non-
members of the Group of the Poor from Dong Bang Village, Mahachai District and Kang Ka-
am Village, Pha Sawoei District. The data were collected by means of interviews and

observation.
The major findings were as follows:

1. The problems and conflicts in the forestland management of Kang Ka-am
National Reserved Forest, Somdet District, Kalasin Province occurred in 1982 when,
according to the Royal Decree, the boundary of Phu Phan National Park was changed and
extended to cover some parts of Kang Ka-am National Reserved Forest, resulting in the change

of the land position of the villagers who originally lived in Phu Phan National Park being



overtaken by Kang Ka-am National Reserved Forest, The villagers who were affected by the
problems comprised 2 groups- members of the Group of the Poor and those from Dong Bang
Village, Maha Chai District and Kang Ka-am Village and Khamin Village, Pha Sawoei District.
Thus they claimed for their rights on the land by different means including submitting letters
to the Government sectors, rallies, and forest encroachment. The two groups expressed
dissatisfaction over each other’s resolution methods. The forest encroachers were subsequently
arrested by the officials who claimed that 452 rais of land were encroached. Besides, the
Forest Department made a further attempt to solve the land encroachment problem by setting
up a Collaborative Center for the Encroachment Prevention of Phu Phan National Park in
Somdet District, Kalasin Province. The objective was to push the encroachers out of the land
and filed against them. The Head of Phu Phan National Park filed against 77 villagers,
indicated the land areas being encroached as well as claimed for the damage costs.
Consequencely, the villagers of Kang Ka-am and Dong Bang Villages submitted complaints
to His Majesty the King and the Minister of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
asking for urgent resolutions. On April 3, 2001, the Cabinet headed by Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra had a resolution as (o apply the same policy in solving the conflicts as
the one used for the Group of the Poor. The main contents stated * The villagers must return
and stay in the original land until the conflicts were resolved ; they must stop the acts of
threatening and imprisoning in every case.” So far the conflict resolutions carried out by the
Government sectors have not yet been advanced. The case on the encroachment on Kang Ka-
am National Reserved Forest is pending in court and the villagers from Kang Ka-am Village,
Pha Sawoei District and Dong Bang Village, Maha Chai District still have the conflicts on

the rights of land.

2. The causes of the conflicts in the forestland management of Kang Ka-
am National Reserved Forest were concluded as follows :1) the centralization of forest
management, 2) adopting State authorities in forest management, 3) perception and attiudes
of the Government officials on the villagers and their use of forests, 4) seriousness and
sincerity to the villagers regarding conflict resolutions, 3) knowledge and skills of the

Governmenlt offictals in working cooperatively with the villagers , 6) law, policy and



administration to support forest management, and 7) selfishness and irresponsibility of some

groups of villagers and people’s organizations.

3. The conflict resolution methods in the forestland management of Kang
Ka-am National Reserved Forest were recommended as follows: 1) The Government
sectors should draft a new law which is integrative in order to instill consciousness and
create motivations for individual, family, community and national levels; 2) The Government
should allow the villagers who stayed on the land prior to the announcement of Kang Ka-am
National Reserved Forest Law and provide land for the villagers affected by the law; and 3)
The Government should speed up an announcement of Community Forest Act so that the
villagers are eligible for participating in forestland management and making use of the forest
land. It was also suggested to have community forests inside reserved forests with regards

especially to appropriateness and potentials of the land.



