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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at studying 1) problems and causes of crime in Mueang
Kalsin Municipality, 2) factors affecting public participation in crime prevention, and
3) suggestions and guidelines for promoting public participation in crime prevention
of the police in Muang Kalasin Municipality.

Subjects for this study were 397 residents of Muang Kalasin Municipality.
Data were analyzed by using the SPSS program for windows. The statistics used for
analyzing the collected data were mean, percentage, standard deviation, and Chi-
square in order to find out what independent variables (sex, age, educational
qualifications, marital status, income, present occupation, experience in being
victims of crime, acquaintance with police, and attitude toward police) would be
significantly related with public participation in crime prevention at the 0.05 level.

The study revealed that problems regarding crime in Muang Kalasn
Municipality were generally found at a high level. The most common Cause of crime
in this area was its present environment or surroundings, with the second most
common cause being economic problems. The study found that the overall public

participation in crime prevention was at a moderate level, with suggestions and



guidelines for the public to play important roles in scrutinizing policies regarding
police performance.

The variables or factors found to be related with public participation in crime
prevention in Muang Kalasin Municipality were sex, present occupation, and
experience of being victims of crime.

The study also found that females participated in crime prevention activities
more than males. This is probably due to the fact that females are more likely to
become viclims or targets of crime than males, who usually have more physical
strength than women. Regarding occupations, those who were in agriculture,
personal business and trade participated in crime prevention more than other
occupations. This is probably due to the fact that people of these occupations are
more likely to be exposed to crime than those of other vocations. The study also
revealed that people who experienced being victims of crime participated in crime
prevention activities more that those who never became victims of crime. . These
findings implied that public attitudes and effects of crime could be the main factors
affecting their participation in crime prevention activities - - - prompting them to
adjust themselves for self-defense and family safety.

It was suggested that law enforcement officials should seek public
participation by providing them with knowledge and information about crime
problems, as well as offering protection and convenience to informants of crime and
those who co-operate with the police. The study also suggested that the police
should possess good human relations and protect those who assist them in their

work,



